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In the face of her body fading into stardust, Shari realizes what truly matters to her,




After a long illness, Shari learns that she won't
recover - she has only a few months left to live,
Overwhelmed, she doesn’'t know how to face her family,
In an attempt to escape reality, the sky collapses
above her, and she ftinds herself drifting through space,
There, she meets the cosmonaut dog Laika, who guides hen
on a spiritual Jjourney through the universe,

Like Laika, Shari is approaching her tinal rocket launch,
In the silence of space, she realizes how fragile the
Earth is - and how precious time can be, She wants to
spend her remaining days with her family,

Preferably in a car,

With mixtapes,

And toast




With this film, I carry on the legacy of my real |ife Shari - bright and colorful, with a
sense of humor even at difficult times, Originally, I was working on a different story: a
girl far from home, accompanied by a space cat,

After receiving the heartbreaking news of my Shari’'s declining health, her story began to
weave itself into mine, As my family grew closer, so did my protagonist to hers,

The cat became a space dog, My slightly kitschy, romantic view of the cosmos helped guide the

film in its final direction, We couldn't stop the illness, YWe ' re learning to live with it.

Together is easier than alone - and that s what our film-Shari comes to understand too.
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Kiana Naghshineh is a German-Iranian director from Mannheim, Du-
ring her studies at the Filmakademie Baden-W rtitemberg, she crea-
ted several award-winning films and was nominated for the Student
Academy Award, the Student BAFTA, and the Annie Award, As a free-
lancer, she works as an animation director and designer, In her
own Tilms, she uses the versatile possibilities of animation to
express complex emotions and to approach heavy topics in a playful
and accessible way, Motivated by this approach, she developed her

new short film With Tapes and Toast in the car,
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