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A nun

digs a man up

from the ground
and loses her grip on

everyday life. Can secrets

and harmony coexist?

Nun or Never — Animated short film for all ages
2023 - No dialog — 11 minutes — 4K 169 - 51

International Sales: MY U
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Synopsis

'The nuns living in the convent are happily melted together.
"When one nun finds a man in the garden, the harmony
' breaks and she loses the shared rhytm.
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“” e are all crazy and handicapped”’, my colleague once has their own inner world and hidden peculiarities that do not prevent
said. Yet we may often feel that we are the only ones belonging to the community. In fact, the peculiarities form it

feeling different. The film Nun or Never deals with the feeling The idea for the film started back in 2015 with a joke of going to
of standing out from the crowd in an unwanted way. Its a film the convent and starting to live as a nun. The nuns as characters kept

about secrets that we all carry with us, more or less hidden. fascinating me and slowly I started to craft a story around them. The
' feeling of shame is no stranger to me so it came along very naturally.
In the film, Nun N. who is identical to the others, falls in love and no g, 5 long time, I tried to keep the man out of the script. In the end, |

longer feels like she belongs to the group of other nuns. She assumes  rej)ized that he gives me the possibility to handle a fantasy that would
everyone else is decent. In the end, it becomes clear Eg_ﬁller that everyone  pe pest left as a fantasy. Also, the great character design by Karin
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Paumer helped to lure him in. Through man’s character, I deal with the
experience of a crush that cannot withstand reality. The nun’s bath in
tulips, her private reverie, is the best part of the love experience.

Nunnery is a confined place where certain disciplined behaviour is
assumed. The silence of the nuns suits my film narrative. I want to
show things through body language and explore the tensions that arise
in silence. Under the robes, one can hide things that are considered
shameful to reveal. With the help of animation, a windy landscape or
flock of sheep can be revealed from under the robes. I have left out
religious references because the nunnery is mostly a symbolic space in
my film.

The situations I deal with are sad and even unpleasant but I treat the

___characters-with- tenderness. T~ want-to-bring to the end a momentary _

liberation from shame for both“the characters and the viewer. Although
the nunnery only serves as a stage for humanity in the film, the final
message of the film is: All is-forgiven.
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and has made

e s also a beginner

/ will never get into

, she teaches animation
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Heta Jdilinoja
Fnlmography

2023 Nun or Never, 11 min
Premiere Annecy 2023

: 2016 Penelope, 4 min
Grand Prix Natijonal Competition,
Tampere International Short Film Festival
Best New Nordic Voice, Nordisk Panorama
Best Student Film, Monstra Festival of Animated Film =
Best Student Film, Kinoproba International Film Festival
Best Student Film, TOFUZI International Animation Festival
Audience Award, Silhouette Festival
Special Award, SICAF International Student Short Film Festival
Anca Student Prize, Fest Anca -
Jury Special Mention, Animakom International Animation Festival
'Student Jury Award, Etiuda & Anima 2016
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2013 Omelette, -3 min
2012 My Baby Don't Love Me, 4 min
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