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International Sales:

A nun  
digs a man up 
from the ground 
and loses her grip on 

everyday life. Can secrets 
and harmony coexist?



Synopsis
The nuns living in the convent are happily melted together. 

When one nun finds a man in the garden, the harmony 

breaks and she loses the shared rhytm.



Watch  
the trailer

https://vimeo.com/bohlestudios/nunornever-trailer
https://vimeo.com/bohlestudios/nunornever-trailer
https://vimeo.com/bohlestudios/nunornever-trailer
https://vimeo.com/bohlestudios/nunornever-trailer


Director’s word 
by Heta Jäälinoja

e are all crazy and handicapped”, my colleague once 
said. Yet we may often feel that we are the only ones 

feeling different. The film Nun or Never deals with the feeling 
of standing out from the crowd in an unwanted way. It’s a film 
about secrets that we all carry with us, more or less hidden. 

In the film, Nun N. who is identical to the others, falls in love and no 
longer feels like she belongs to the group of other nuns. She assumes 
everyone else is decent. In the end, it becomes clear to her that everyone 

has their own inner world and hidden peculiarities that do not prevent 
belonging to the community. In fact, the peculiarities form it.

The idea for the film started back in 2015 with a joke of going to 
the convent and starting to live as a nun. The nuns as characters kept 
fascinating me and slowly I started to craft a story around them. The 
feeling of shame is no stranger to me so it came along very naturally.

For a long time, I tried to keep the man out of the script. In the end, I 
realized that he gives me the possibility to handle a fantasy that would 
be best left as a fantasy. Also, the great character design by Karin 

W



Paumer helped to lure him in. Through man’s character, I deal with the 
experience of a crush that cannot withstand reality. The nun’s bath in 
tulips, her private reverie, is the best part of the love experience.

Nunnery is a confined place where certain disciplined behaviour is 
assumed. The silence of the nuns suits my film narrative. I want to 
show things through body language and explore the tensions that arise 
in silence. Under the robes, one can hide things that are considered 
shameful to reveal. With the help of animation, a windy landscape or 
flock of sheep can be revealed from under the robes. I have left out 
religious references because the nunnery is mostly a symbolic space in 
my film. 

The situations I deal with are sad and even unpleasant, but I treat the 
characters with tenderness. I want to bring to the end a momentary 
liberation from shame for both the characters and the viewer. Although 
the nunnery only serves as a stage for humanity in the film, the final 
message of the film is: All is forgiven.



Heta Jäälinoja  
Biography
Heta Jäälinoja was born in 1989 in Vantaa, Finland. She 
got interested in weird animation when her mother 
took her to Tampere Film Festival when she was 13.

Heta studied animation at Turku Arts Academy and 
finished her MA in animation at Estonian Academy of 
Arts in 2016. Her graduation film Penelope won multiple 
awards in festivals and was nominated for “Finnish 
Oscars”, the Jussi statue, for the best short film in 2018.

In filmmaking, Heta is interested in rhythm and conveying 
the atmosphere of small moments. She tries to find 
humour and comfort in imperfection and disappoint-
ments. She’s balancing between coherent narrative 
structures and a feeling-based, intuitive approach. In 
a perfect world, she would work without computers. 
She’s inspired by artists around her, puppet theatre, 



live-action cinema, music, poetry and dance.

Heta works with simple yet expressive pencil lines, in 
both still and moving images. Usually, the first fast 
sketches become the final compositions and characters. 
They have the carelessness and amusement that’s hard 
to achieve by conscious planning.

Her characters express themselves more through pose 
and action, rather than through facial expression. Heta 
studied to make non-dialogue animation, but because 
she really likes words, she’s dreaming of making a 
dialogue-based film someday.

Heta has been animating in short films and has made 
animation for theatre and museums. She’s also a beginner 
printmaker, but she swears she will never get into 
stitching or ceramics. Since 2016, she teaches animation 
and mentors animation students at Aalto University, 
Metropolia University of Applied Sciences and Estonian 
Academy of Arts.
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