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Lost on an endless cliff, 
an old ermit survives alone thanks to a drying 
spring.

One day, a girl living just below climbs looking for 
water.

PITCH



SYNOPSIS 

An endless cliff unfolds through the mist. 
In this vertical desert, only a dark split crisscrossing the wall evokes the memory 
of a watercourse that once carved the rock in the past. 
Eluniio, an old hermit, lives alone in a clay shelter suspended beside the rift. 
Every day, Eluniio climbs to a breach where the source is. He fills his jar with the 
little water that remains. Then he goes down to his house, waters his cactus and 
drinks. 

One day, a strange woman arrives at her shelter. Eluniio is speechless at the sight 
of this strange figure. She is thirsty and passes out from fatigue before she can 
ask the old man for help. Seeing this inert body in front of him, Eluniio takes care 
of her. He pours some water between her lips. The stranger, whose name is Y’mil-
la, opens her eyes. She thanks the old man by offering him a strange necklace. 
It is made up of five beads shaped like  faces. The middle bead recalls Y’milla’s 
face. Y’milla and Eluniio don’t seem to understand their respective dialects. They 
then improvise a series of hand signs to communicate. The climber explains that 
she lives further down the cliff, below Eluniio. She explains that there is no more 
water down there. She left her nest following the bed of the old river, in search of 
water. Eluniio confides that unfortunately the source is almost dry, but that they 
can share it while waiting to find another solution. Y’milla thanks the old man. She 
decides to set up a relay to be able to return the next day more easily with her 
brothers and sisters. Eluniio is intrigued with the reference to other people. Y’milla 
explains that she lives with her family on the cliff. She points at the necklace Elu-
niio now wears, showing him the different faces. She begins her descent. Eluniio 
counts the pearls. He raises his head to warn Y’milla that there isn’t enough water, 
but she’s already far away. 

Y’milla feels her rope swing. She looks up and shouts at Eluniio. The old man is 
hammering Y’milla’s rope with his pick. The climber rushes to ensure a second 
relay but too late, her rope cracks and falls forming heavy rings. 
She screams with all her might and falls into the void. She falls down the cliff, 
passes by her nest, and disappears through the mist. Then, a heavy crash of wa-
ter sounds. She penetrates an immense mass of water, at the foot of the cliff. She 
gradually rises to the surface, and recognizes the rocky block that is so familiar to 
her. At the foot of the cliff, 
Y’milla crawls on a stone and drinks the water flowing to her hand. She lies down 
and contemplates the horizontal line of an infinite body of water that borders the 
cliff.



ABOUT
THE DIRECTOR
Léo is a young director, animator, and visual development artist 
based in Paris. 
 
During his studies in Paris, first at Gobelins, then at the Atelier 
Supérieur d’Animation, Léo developped a interest for plot lines 
with particular environment. As he traveled a lot in his life, and left 
the family setting early, adaptability was necessary. 
Hence, he often wirtes about how an orginial environment will 
influence its inhabitants.

He directed La Source as his graduation movie alone, during his 
last year at the Atelier de Sèvres. It was for him a great
opportunity to put all his energy and creativity in one project.

He takes interest in Muay Thai, rockclimbing, languages, 
and story telling.
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